CNS tryptamine metabolism in hepatic coma.
Lumbar CSF indoleacetic acid (IAA) was higher in patients with cirrhosis of the liver than in controls. It was also higher in CSF of patients in coma than in those with hepatic cirrhosis but not in coma. There was a strong correlation (r = 0.89, p less than 0.01) between the grade of hepatic coma and CSF IAA. These data indicate that there is an association between elevated CNS tryptamine metabolism and hepatic coma. How far changes in the metabolism of tryptamine and other trace amines are relevant to the induction of hepatic coma or are simply a reflection of advanced liver dysfunction is unclear.